
CANDIDATES DISTRICT #2 OVERVIEW 

 

Mitch Mashburn was elected to the Board of Supervisors, largely because of the support he 

received from the Leisure Town community. That election resulted in the need to fill a vacancy 

on the Vacaville City Council. The vacancy will be filled as a District #2 seat through a special 

election of District #2 voters. Most of you know that one of our members, Lynn Upchurch, was 

instrumental in spearheading a successful petition promoting the filling of this seat through an 

election for District #2 voters. The LTHA Board supported her efforts to promote her view on 

this point. Every voice should be heard, and if any district has specific representation, then all 

districts should have representation. There are 3 candidates to fill this open slot through 2022.  

In November 2022 there will be another election for a 4-year term for this District 2 City Council 

position.  This is a mail-in election: ballots will be mailed to all registered voters near the end of 

March and can be returned by mail before May 4.   

All three candidates are appealing: Joe Desmarais, Greg Ritchie, and Curtis Hunt are all fine 

individuals and I feel that District #2 voters are fortunate to have three such fine candidates.  

Leisure Town had an open forum that was facilitated by the LTHA Board but was open to 

members and non-members alike. The time that we could allow for each candidate was limited, 

we discussed crime and developments.  To get a more thorough understanding of their 

positions, talk to each candidate for yourself. Some of their differences are subtle and I believe 

that as you have an opportunity to talk to each, it will help you decide who you would like to 

have represent you.  

Question #1: What is your stance on developers, and will you refuse to rezone the golf course 

property until our associations concerns are met? 

Question #2: Do you believe that we should defund the police and other departments, and if 

you do, does that mean having less police officers, firefighters, and paramedics on the street? 

The following are interpretations, and excerpts from the candidates:  

Joe Desmarais: 

Joe was both delightful and passionate. This is his first time running for office and involvement 

in politics. He believes that is a good thing, because he doesn’t have any preconceived notions 

and will bring a new perspective to the office. Joe stated that he won’t pretend to know 

everything but is open to listening to everyone and can implement good ideas. Joe sighted 

housing as a major concern, he believes that people don’t have a right to a house, that they 

should work hard and learn how to afford a house. The city should prioritize bringing in and 

promoting small businesses to keep citizens in Vacaville. His reaction to the Green Tree 

Development is that the land currently looks “gross” and can’t understand how it could get into 

that condition. He believes we should scrap the previous design plan and work one that is more 

favorable, believing that there is too much residential building being done. He strongly 

committed that he will not vote on anything until he’s talked to Leisure Town residents.  



Joe does believe in public service and touted his service in the Marine Corps and in law 

enforcement across the nation and the world. He attributed working with Federal Agencies and 

with police departments as evidence of his wide understanding of an array of issues. Public 

safety is shaped by his own experiences and realizes that pension costs can be viewed as being 

high and pointed to the three-tier system already in place, as well as the understanding that life 

expectancies for officers are up to 20 years less than average citizens.  

He does not support De-funding or reallocating resources used for first responders such as 

Police, fire, or paramedics, because these services are main factors as to why people want to 

live in Vacaville. 

Greg Ritchie: 

Greg is from Vacaville, his family moved here in 1971. Greg is passionate about seniors and the 

desire to serve our community. He believes that District #2 deserves someone that will tell it 

like it is and has promised to fight on behalf of Leisure Town. He is a successful small 

businessman in the mortgage industry and feels that his expertise in finance can be a benefit to 

our city council.  

Greg understands Real Estate Development and believes the issue of the Green Tree 

Development and others are right “in his wheelhouse”. He points to his expertise in 

development & finance and his ability to investigate costs and benefits and overcome barriers to 

success. He understands that there are a variety of funding sources, such as grants, that have 

not been used to their capacity. Greg has reached the conclusion that our city must have smart 

growth that includes housing and business to overcome our issues.  

Greg’s understanding of public safety is also built upon his economic views, as well as his 

unique view in this discussion as a minority. He expressed that growing up in Vacaville is 

different now than it was when he grew up, but it continues to be of vital importance that 

police, and fire earn public trust. 

Greg is extremely proud of his endorsements by police and fire unions. He stated that crime is 

like cancer, it needs to be eradicated before it sets in. Vacaville is modern city and police, and 

fire are equipped with excellent technologies. That needs to remain. Public safety is paramount 

to building a prosperous community, and there is no place in the conversation for re-allocating 

funds or defunding the police. 

He addressed “unfunded liabilities” in this manner; Costs are like a mortgage; we are paying 

down debt faster than it’s being accumulated. There is no crisis, we’ve made outstanding 

adjustments addressing costs & liabilities. He sighted the forming of trusts, to pay down debt, 

along with the 3-tier system of benefits.  

Curtis Hunt:         

Curtis is a former City Councilman, who served Vacaville in that capacity for 12 years. He points 

to his history of service to the community and work as a probation officer and in diversion 
counseling as strengths. He also points to experience with the California league of cities to 
show his understanding of state, local, and public policy including his work addressing 

homelessness, that he feels that he can bring to this council. He states that he runs on his 



record to serve the entire community while acting as an independent voice of reason. Curtis 
points to his helping bring major industries to our city. He touts that his leadership helped our 

city through tough times and has been described as a policy wonk and a bean counter. He 
translates that to the result of his attention to detail. 

Curtis stated that development is a process that must be thorough. He sights that he was 
involved from the beginning of the Green Tree Development process and describes that as “bait 
and switch”. He understands that we are 5 years into the process and feels that for the most 

part, it’s now on a more positive track. He cautions that we must insist that the new 
development have a separate HOA and that we not get caught up in paying for their amenities. 
He also cautions that traffic not only with this development but with other developments within 

District #2 need to be addressed.  

Curtis Hunt proposes that Development throughout Vacaville seems hap-hazard because the 

city lacks a cohesive housing policy. The city council must be held accountable by developing a 
fully vetted plan that includes Senior housing, entry level housing and to attract more biotech 
jobs, Executive housing. 

Curtis believes that Vacaville should be a “full service” city. Stating that we can have parks, 
senior services, and other services without cuts to police and fire. He believes rumors are being 

spread that he would like to de-fund the police and have a volunteer fire department. He 
emphatically, states that he will not defund the police or call for a volunteer fire department. He 
believes that public safety is a top priority and has taken firm stands on upgrades to resources. 

He states that he will talk about unfunded liabilities and will talk about pensions. He will call for 
an oversight of measure M funds.  


