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Thank you Mayor Augustine and City Council members for inviting public testimony to occur on the merits 

of developing the former Green Tree Golf Course.  With this hearing, you are being called upon to make a 

difficult decision about whether this project has merit for the City of Vacaville or not.   

First, let me say that the information I am sharing tonight represents the views of the Leisure Town Golf 

Course Closure Task Force and the Leisure Town Board of Directors.  All 1153 Leisure Town homeowners 

likely have opinions on the future use of this land; many are just angry at the golf course closing and now 

angry about the blight that surrounds us.  Many see the promise that comes with the potential of new 

shopping areas.  Everyone is concerned about maintaining peace and quiet in Leisure Town and with a 

new development that value would be at risk.  Those who own property that backs to the former golf course 

are particularly concerned about the future of this land.  This constitutes approximately 174 homes.  

Especially concerned are the homeowners in Golf Course Estates, the two islands in the middle of the golf 

course as well as those who live in the single family homes and multi-unit homes along Yellowstone, 

Monterey, Grand Canyon, and Sequoia.  

On previous occasions, I have addressed the Council expressing Leisure Town's opposition to 

development of the golf course but tonight I would like to update this opinion to say that we are not 

opposed to the action you are asked to take tonight.  Please do not interpret this as a blanket 

endorsement for development, or for a change in zoning. We believe any re-zoning or development should 

only be considered if there are binding agreements that reflect the safeguards to the concerns of our 

community.  We would, however, like to share with you our hopes as well as our concerns about 

development.  We understand that as a result of this hearing, the Syar organization may be invited to 

submit a full proposal for the City's review and consideration of their plans and will ultimately request your 

consideration to rezone the property.  Leisure Town has been in limbo now for one and one-half years.  

The uncertainty of development, especially for homeowners in Golf Course Estates, is causing enormous 

stress on potential home sellers. 

In 1962 the City voted to approve development of Leisure Town as a senior community, one of the first in 

California.  The promises included a full complement of recreational amenities including two swimming 

pools, spa, exercise facilities, craft rooms, meeting rooms, lawn bowling, and ample walking paths.  210 



acres or 39% of Leisure Town's land was identified as park, recreation, and open space.  This recreational 

space was promised to seniors who purchased in Leisure Town.  Green Tree Golf Course was featured 

prominently in marketing materials as a draw to retiring seniors looking for the good life.  Green spaces 

behind all homes were a major feature in Leisure Town.   

In the mid-1980s the City Council approved of a plan to develop the two islands in the middle of the golf 

course as Golf Course Estates.  Marketing the lots as golf course lots, and requiring homes and windows to 

be positioned to avoid flying golf balls resulted in language in the deeds to these homes reinforcing the fact 

that a golf ball hazard existed.  Miles of walking paths and beautiful views were promised.  At one point in 

the planning process, the City even permitted a reduction in the lot sizes in Golf Course Estates thereby 

expanding the golf course acreage in the belief that the golf course was our backyard.  It didn't take too 

many years before the No Trespassing signs popped up informing residents that they were not allowed to 

walk on the golf course – the cart paths were off limits.  The result is that much of the promised recreational 

space was gone while residents were left with smaller yards than normal for that time in history.   

And then in 2016 Green Tree Golf Course suddenly closed and today we have what the Vacaville Fire 

Department refers to as "wildland."  Tall weeds, dead trees, and a 100 foot brown strip behind homes as a 

fire prevention measure is what our golf course facing lots have gotten us.  The vacant land surrounding 

Leisure Town creates the impression of a forgotten, blighted community, the antithesis of what our Board of 

Directors is working so hard to change as evidenced by our gorgeous new Fitness Center.  One thing that 

Leisure Town residents are adamant about is our total objection to living with the land as it currently sits as 

wildland.   

Over Leisure Town's history flooding streets has been a recurring problem as the City's public works 

department knows only too well.  Syar and the City have failed to maintain the drainage system that was 

originally approved for the development.  The system has filled with overgrown plant material and drainage 

pipes and culverts were silted up, inhibiting the proper flow or storm water runoff.  How much longer will the 

residents of Leisure Town have to wait for the flooding to stop?  It is time for the a new drainage plan.   

I remind you tonight of this history because the promises made by the Syar organization since 1962 as well 

as past City Councils have not been kept.  So I ask, can we count on this City Council to do the right thing 

not just for Leisure Town but for everyone in Vacaville?  Leisure Town residents ask that you take this 

opportunity to review the vacant golf course, especially the desirable area south of Sequoia Drive and the 



islands of Golf Course Estates and consider its great potential.  Might that area fit the bill for some of the 

critical recreation needs of the City of Vacaville.? 

Following is the essence of what Leisure Town supports:   

• Retail and housing development on Sequoia Drive and the property going north towards Orange 

with an additional generous green buffer between current Leisure Town property lines and the new 

development. 

• Consideration of maintaining the recreation zoning for much of the area south of Sequoia.  This is a 

rare opportunity for the City Council to consider its need for more parkland, open space, and 

facilities including indoor and outdoor recreation areas.   

• Very limited housing around the islands of Golf Course Estates.  We ask the City Council to 

recommit to its promises of the original concept for Golf Course Estates with generous open space 

and recreational access.  Dense housing in this area flies in the face of your previous 

commitments. 

• A link to the existing Ulatis Creek walk and bike trail would be wonderful for the public as well as 

Leisure Town residents if easy access could be provided.  We could then walk to the Ulatis Library 

and Cultural Center for events.   

• Build single-story housing for age-restricted senior residents.  Seniors don't like stairs.   

• Improved public transportation like a shuttle service in all areas that connect residents to the new 

Syar-developed shopping and convenience stores, and providing easy access to regional 

transportation enabling movement between Leisure Town and Amtrak, BART, Baylink Ferry, and 

Express bus service.  

• Traffic plans that maintain peace and quiet by not building any new roads into Leisure Town.   

• Enforcement of laws that protect the physical and emotional health of seniors during construction.  

Construction is messy business; it's loud, dirty, and will seriously disrupt the lives of the most 

elderly among us but especially those with chronic illnesses and those who are aging in place. 

• Preservation of the area's wildlife.  Leisure Town residents value the Swainson Hawks, the wild 

turkeys, rabbits, fox, opossums, and burrowing owls.  We don't want them to be destroyed without 

careful planning regarding new habitat to allow them to continue to flourish.    



So you can see, we are not opposed to development but we are concerned about maintaining the qualities 

that are important to our community.   

One closing comment: The decision about the future of this land needs to be expedited so that our 

community is not in limbo for years to come.  We need answers and promises that are legally binding.  

We ask you to take our concerns seriously as you consider your vote on the application of Green Tree 

Properties. 


